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Letter from SSP 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

We are so excited to be sharing our work with you. In this newsletter there are stories from SSP staff, the Sustainability Acad-

emy (one of our pilot schools), teachers, students, and community partners.  

 

Each year we work to deepen our practice by collaborating with educators to use sustainability as an integrative concept to 

improve academic achievement, foster a connection to place, and provide opportunities for civic engagement.  While we focus 

much of our effort in Burlington, Vermont at the Sustainability Academy (www.sa.bsdvt.org) the learning that happens there is 

shared with and informed by regional, national, and international networks.   

 

We have had the great opportunity to work with colleagues around the country and the world on developing an Education for 

Sustainability (EFS) model and programs that support learning and action in the communities in which we live, work and play.   

 

In Vermont, we are branching out beyond Burlington to work with the Edge Academy on using place and sustainability as a 

theme for middle-school learners.  We are working with Jean Berthiaume, at Harwood Union High School, on redesigning his 

“Creating Sustainable Communities” course.   

 

Nationally, Shelburne Farms plays an important role in the US Partnership for Education for Sustainable Development by sup-

porting the growing network and sharing lessons learned.  I’m fortunate to be able to co-chair the K-12 and Teacher Education 

sector with Kim Rakow-Bernier of Facing the Future (www.facingthefuture.org) in Seattle.   

 

On the international stage, we’ve also been collaborating for the past year and a half with Vermont teacher Katherine Riley 

from Champlain Valley Union High School.  In conjunction with the Ministry of Education in Bhutan, Katherine is working on 

using SSP’s Healthy Neighborhoods/Healthy Kids program as a model for launching a project on Gross National Happiness this 

spring.  In Guangdong, China we are working with the Institute for Sustainable Communities, South China Normal University, 

and local NGOs to support pilot communities efforts in education about climate change and energy efficiency.   We continue to 

work with our colleagues in Japan at LEAF and with our friends in the Dominican Republic through Vermont Institute on the 

Caribbean.  Please visit our NEW website at www.sustainableschoolsproject.org to learn more about our partnerships.  

 

We continue to be inspired by your stories so please be in touch. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jen 
Jen Cirillo 

Sustainable Schools Project 

Masayoshi Ogawa, Director of LEAF in Nishinomiya, Japan 

and Jen Cirillo take part in a tri-lateral exchange in Education 

for Sustainable Development in Guanlan, China.   


